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Gordon, the doctor with Epeius Biotech, 
says the Dornsifes have helped patients in 
countless ways and have accelerated the 
FDA approval process by bringing so many 
patients to clinical trials. A process that can 
take five years is sometimes collapsed into 
two. “We need more people like Dave and 
Dana to assist the young, emerging biotech 
companies in bringing their products 
forward,” says Gordon. 

Although not personally familiar with 
Lazarex, Andrew Cobb, vice president for 
patient services for the American Cancer 
Society’s California division, says that only 
about 15 percent of adult cancer patients 
are aware of the potential benefits of 
clinical trials, and only 5 percent partici-
pate. Some trials test drugs to combat 
the disease while others look for ways to 
alleviate cancer’s symptoms, including 
pain. “We think it’s important for patients 
to be aware of all their options so that they 
can make an informed decision with their 
health-care team,” he says. 

Miller’s death, and the loss of others 
whom Dornsife has helped but who haven’t 
survived, takes a toll on her. Sitting in her 
airy Danville home with its 12-foot ceil-
ings, she talks about how she puts in long 
hours working with her board chair, Susan 
Sappington, and a few other Lazarex staff to 
pull off gala events that bring in hundreds 
of thousands for the cause. But the difficult 
part isn’t the fundraising—it’s the loss. 

“We can’t save all our patients,” she 
says. “They do pass away, and sometimes I 
say, ‘Why am I doing all this if we are going 
to continue to lose them?’ But survival isn’t 
necessarily the end goal. We are able to give 
our patients the gifts of life and hope and 
dignity that they didn’t have before.”  

In late May, Scott Zenaro told Dornsife 
that the R1507 wasn’t affecting his 
tumors; his doctors mentioned surgery  
and starting him on a different drug. 
Having been with Lazarex for 18 months, 
he is the foundation’s longest-surviving 
patient. He sounded optimistic, even 
feisty, referring to himself as a “pain 
in the ass” in a Mother’s Day e-mail to 
Dornsife: “I will stand opposed to this 
disease and give 150 percent,” he wrote. 
“None of this would have been possible 
without Lazarex.”  ■
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